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“Public Access” does not equal “Public Notice”

The purpose of public notice is to openly display information in a way 
where the public is likely to be made aware.

Making valuable information accessible ONLY online is not the same as 
notifying the public that information exists. 

It is crucial to keep public notices in the public record. Once printed in a 
newspaper, public notices cannot be altered, erased or hidden.  In many 
communities the local newspaper is the only printed record of history.

Public notices in newspapers continue to effectively engage the public and 
create a community forum for public discourse.

Government public notice ensures that individuals, families and businesses 
have the information they need to exercise their rights and responsibilities 
and make decisions about their health, safety and security.

Access to public notice provides community residents an opportunity to 
influence governing bodies, hold governments accountable and be active 
participants in a democratic society.

Public Notice in newspapers is vital to the democratic 
process of a community.
 

Online public notices can only be effective if the public knows where to look and is 
willing to take time out of their day to go searching for them. If public notices were 
available ONLY online, residents would be responsible for searching the web to find 
out information that could affect their communities.

HOW WILL RESIDENTS KNOW WHEN AND WHERE TO LOOK FOR THINGS LIKE:

• Approval of the municipal budget
• Land use/zoning bylaw changes
• Buying/selling of public land
• Bids/Tenders/Request for proposals
• Notice to expropriate land for public use
• Preparation of assessment rolls
• Elections/By Elections/ Abandonment of poll

• Public hearings
• Proclamations
• Employment opportunities
• Annexation intentions
• Changes to fees and charges
• Street closures
• Council remuneration
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Q. Some provincial governments and town/city councils would like to end the practice that requires public notices to be published in 
newspapers. Instead they want you, the public, to rely only on their websites and electronic social media or emails to inform you about things 
like  zoning bylaws, public hearings, council meetings, budget issues including council remuneration and changes to fees/taxes, elections, road 
closures, camping permits, change in services like garbage collection, snow plowing etc. Please indicate how you feel about this.
Q. If your provincial government or town/city council wanted to stop publishing public notices in newspapers, which of the following actions 
would you take to make your opposition known?
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53% OF CANADIANS WANT PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS, AND ARE OPPOSED  
TO THEIR REMOVAL FROM NEWSPAPERS.

62% 43% 27%
would re-evaluate their vote for 

elected officials in the next election.
would contact their elected 

officials to express their position.
would post their concerns on 

social media.

ACTIONS CONSIDERED VARIES BY COMMUNITY SIZE
Residents in smaller communities prefer to reach out to their elected officials.
Canadians in larger communities turn to social media to express their views.

IF LOCAL COUNCILS OR PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS WANTED TO STOP 
PUBLISHING PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS, EIGHT OUT OF TEN 
SUPPORTERS WOULD TAKE SOME FORM OF ACTION:
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Would take these actions if provincial/municipal government proposed cessation of publishing public 
notice in newspapers:
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