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	Alberta scores the World Cup of Hockey 2028!
March 16, 2026 Media inquiries
Alberta has won the bid to host the World Cup of Hockey 2028, beating out major North American cities to bring elite international hockey to Calgary and Edmonton.
The successful bid was secured through a joint effort by Alberta’s government, Explore Edmonton, Tourism Calgary, OEG Sports & Entertainment and Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation, working together as Team Alberta to bring the international tournament to the province. The event will be the largest international sporting event hosted in Alberta since the 1988 Winter Olympics and will bring fans, players and media from around the world to Calgary and Edmonton.
Hosting the World Cup of Hockey 2028 will generate an estimated $375 million in economic activity, support more than 43,000 jobs and fill almost 172,000 hotel room nights across the province.
Alberta secured the tournament through a competitive bid process against major North American destinations.
“Alberta is the right choice to host the World Cup of Hockey 2028. This bid was earned; few places in the world live and breathe hockey the way Alberta does. In 2028, the world will be watching Calgary and Edmonton as Alberta hosts one of the sport’s biggest international events. Fans will have the chance to watch Team Canada take back its place at the top of international hockey on home ice. This province will deliver a tournament worthy of the game.”
Danielle Smith, Premier
“Alberta’s successful bid to host the World Cup of Hockey 2028 is a major win for our province. This event will boost our local economy, showcase Alberta’s passion and hospitality on the international stage, and unite our communities in celebration.”
Andrew Boitchenko, Minister of Tourism and Sport
The bid was elevated significantly by the unmatched passion Albertans have for hockey. Calgary and Edmonton will serve as host cities for the tournament. Alberta will host 10 World Cup of Hockey 2028 games.
“The opportunity to host the World Cup of Hockey 2028 in Calgary alongside our partners in Edmonton is incredibly exciting for our organization and for Alberta. We look forward to showcasing Scotia Place and delivering an exceptional experience for players and fans in a province where hockey is such a defining part of our culture. Thank you to the Government of Alberta and all our partners who stepped up and delivered a remarkable bid to bring the tournament to Alberta.” 
Robert Hayes, president and CEO, Calgary Sports and Entertainment Corporation
“We are thrilled that Edmonton has been selected as a co-host of the World Cup of Hockey 2028 along with our partners in Calgary. There is nothing like best-on-best hockey, and there is no better place than Alberta to host the world for one of hockey’s biggest events. We would like to thank the NHL and NHLPA for selecting Alberta, and the Government of Alberta and all the other partners who came together to secure this major international event for our province.”  
Stuart H. Ballantyne, president and COO, OEG Sports & Entertainment
A provincial commitment of $15 million has been made to secure the tournament. Tourism Calgary, Explore Edmonton, and the cities of Calgary and Edmonton also supported the submission and collectively committed $5 million toward the rights fee, through $2.5 million from each city. Alberta’s government continues to work with partners to attract major sporting events that strengthen the province’s reputation as a leading sports tourism destination. Events of this scale support local businesses, create jobs and contribute to Alberta’s goal of growing visitor spending to $25 billion annually by 2035.
“Ranked #1 in Canada and #22 globally for sports hosting, Edmonton is known for its elite venues, iconic Ice District, and high-energy hockey fans. Explore Edmonton is excited to partner with two great NHL teams in Alberta, tourism colleagues in Calgary, and all-levels of government to host the World Cup of Hockey 2028. This event will drive community and economic impact, and we can’t wait to welcome fans from around the globe to Edmonton for a world-class hockey experience.”
Traci Bednard, president and CEO, Explore Edmonton
“Next to the Olympics, the World Cup of Hockey stands among the most prestigious international sporting events a city can host. Bringing this tournament to Alberta is an incredible opportunity to showcase our province to the world. We look forward to welcoming thousands of visitors and reinforcing Calgary and Alberta’s reputation as the destination of choice for global events.”
Alisha Reynolds, president and CEO, Tourism Calgary
Quick facts
· The World Cup of Hockey 2028 will take place in February 2028.
· The tournament will feature 17 games in total.
· Prague, Czechia will be the European host city for the tournament, hosting seven games.
· Calgary and Edmonton will jointly serve as North American host cities, representing the Province of Alberta.
· Scotia Place in Calgary will host seven games.
· Rogers Place in Edmonton will host the two semifinal games and the championship game.
· The 2028 tournament will be the fourth World Cup of Hockey, following events in 1996, 2004 and 2016.
Related information
· World Cup of Hockey 2028
Related news
· Edmonton and Calgary to host World Cup of Hockey (March 16, 2026)
· World Cup of Hockey 2028 headed to Europe and North America (March 16, 2026)
· World Cup of Hockey 2028 Host Cities Announced (March 16, 2026)
Multimedia
· Watch the news conference
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