
 ➔Eligibility
The 2019 AWNA Photographic Awards contest is open to 
AWNA members only. Entry eligibility is for photos that ap-
peared in print from January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019.

 ➔How To Enter
We’re using the same contest entry service that was used last 
year – SmallTownNewspapers. Log in to your account at Better 
Newspaper Contest Website. Instructions on the following page

 ➔Guidelines
The photography competition requires entrants to strictly fol-
low certain guidelines when sending their entries to the contest 
organizers.

 » All photographs must have been published and must have 
been taken between January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2019.

 » Any image manipulation other than burning and dodging 
must be explained in the caption.

 » Each member is limited to a maximum of two (2) entries per 
category. A Picture Story/Feature Story entry is considered 
one entry regardless of the number of images that make up 
the Picture Story.

 » Duplicate or similar images from one member cannot be 
entered in more than one single-image category. DO NOT 
enter the same photo in a second category.

 » Three winners (first, second, third) will be selected from 
each category.

 ➔Awards
SAIT will arrange the judging and judges’ decision will be final.
Awards will be presented at the AGM this spring.
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General Rules:

TWO ENTRIES PER CATEGORY

UPLOAD JPGS CROPPED AS THEY 
APPEARED IN PRINT 

Multi-photo category is exception as noted in instructions

DO NOT SUBMIT THE SAME PHOTO 
IN MORE THAN ONE CATEGORY.  

This includes photos that are part of a multi-photo entry.

JUDGES’ DECISIONS WILL BE FINAL. 

Call 
for 
Entries

Maurizia Hinse
Professional Development & Communication
780 434 8746 / 1 800 282 6903 x225     maurizia@awna.com

Don’t forget this one!  crop your images as you 
did in print.   You want to show the judge what you 
showed your readers. It can make a big differ-
ence in the impact of your photo.



Human Interest
A picture of a ‘found’ situation 
that has a strong human or peo-
ple element and/or a fresh view 
of an everyday scene. A sports 
feature picture may also be con-
sidered for this category ie. a 
sports-related picture other than 
game action that has a strong hu-
man interest.

Multi-Photo
A series of photographs that tell 
a visual story or are centered 
around a single theme. Subject 
matter can be News, Feature or 
Sports. Th ere is no limit to the 
number of images per Picture 
Story entry, but entrants are re-
minded sometimes less is more. 
Single pictures that are a part of 
a Picture Story cannot be entered 
in a second category.
Note: If the Picture Story was shot 
over a period of more than one 
calendar year, it should be entered 
in the year it is completed.

Sports Action
A picture that captures the com-
petitive peak action during a 
sporting event.

Spot News
A picture of an unscheduled 
news event for which no advance 
planning was possible. It might 
also consist of a picture with se-
rious content and strong human 
interest of a scheduled or orga-
nized news event; i.e. mourners 
at a funeral, protesters, press 
conferences or staged coverage 
opportunities.

Feature
A picture with compelling and 
pleasing aesthetic qualities in re-
gards to composition and graph-
ic elements.

Photo Illustration 
Th is award recognizes:
- the skill and craft  of creative 
manipulation of photographic 
images beyond the traditional 
scope of simple photographic re-
production;
- an entry will consist of one 
work in black-and-white or co-
lour, with one of the following 
two identifi ers in a manner easily 
readable: ‘Photo Illustration’ or 
‘Composite Photo’;
- the photographic elements of 
the work must be either original 
works or photos used with the 
permission of the photographer. 
It may contain one or more im-
ages, including type or art in any 
combination. Original photo(s) 
used in creating the photo illus-
tration may be submitted with 
the entry as background mate-
rial. 
Please include the name of the 
artist with the entry;
- the work will be judged on its 
creativity, technical skill, overall 
impact and eff ectiveness in the 
communication of ideas to the 
reader.

DO NOT ENTER THE 
SAME PHOTO IN MORE 
THAN ONE CATEGORY

Preparing your photos to 
submit online

 » All entries should be submitted as JPGS, except for 
Multi-photo entries, where we want to see the full page(s) 
layout as they appeared in print. For this category please 
upload PDF of the page(s)

 » Crop your JPGs to the same shape/dimensions as it 
appeared in print

 » Save your JPG no larger than 150ppi 8x10.  

 » Include your cutline on the entry form, and any additional 
information you feel provides context to the photo.

Using the online entry system
1. Go to www.betternewspapercontest.com
2. Click on “Contestant Login” (upper left)
3. Select “Contestant Manager” (on by default)
4.  Select 2019 AWNA Photo Awards from the 

Contest drop down menu
5.  Select your newspaper from the Media Organi-

zation drop down menu
6.  Enter your password and press the “Login” but-

ton (If this is your fi rst time logging in to this 
contest, enter the temporary password ‘bnc’.

First time in, you’ll be brought to your profi le 
page.  Enter the required information here, most 

particularly pay attention to 
update your EMAIL ADDRESS.

This is how you will be reached by the system should you 
need to recall your password, or confi rm your contestant 

status.
---

When you are logged in and viewing your 
‘dashboard’  you can manage the entries you have 

submitted already and add new entries

To add an entry:
a.  hover mouse over “My Contest” (upper left), and 

select “Submit Entry”
b. Choose a category and fi ll in the appropriate fi elds
c.  Click Browse to locate and upload your entry
d. Click Submit

PHOTO AWARDS
CATEGORIES

PLEASE NOTE: Two categories, Human Interest and Feature have the 
potential to overlap into other categories such as Sports or Spot News. 
Th e key to determining which category best fi ts is perhaps to answer 
the question, “What is the story you’re trying to tell?” i.e., Smith, of 
the home team, scored the winning goal OR Smith’s expression re-
fl ects the thrill of winning in sports. 


