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	Powering new pathways for data centres
November 25, 2025 Media inquiries
Alberta’s government is proposing changes that would provide data centres with more options to meet their power needs and enhance the reliability of the grid.
With the emergence of innovative yet energy-intensive artificial intelligence technologies and growing electricity demand, Bill 8, the Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025, would pave the way for data centres to bring their own generation. Amendments would also further advance the modernization of Alberta’s electricity market to ensure the reliability and affordability of the power grid for generations to come.
If passed, proposed amendments would see data centres that bring their own generation prioritized, accelerating the approval process and supporting their connection to the grid. This would support both the reliability of the power grid for Albertans and speed access to market for industry. Changes would also ensure that data centre projects – not Alberta ratepayers – would pay for necessary transmission upgrades for data centre grid connections.
“We’re preparing Alberta to lead the next technological revolution. The changes we’re bringing forward will protect the reliability and affordability of the electricity Albertans depend on while creating opportunity for innovation and investment that will create long-lasting benefits for our province, families and communities.”
Nathan Neudorf, Minister of Affordability and Utilities
“Streamlined regulatory frameworks are essential to attracting investment. Enabling the prioritization of approvals for electricity generation and clarifying definitions for emerging technologies enhances Alberta’s Industrial Heartland’s value proposition, offering the certainty and efficiency investors need.”
Mark Plamondon, executive director, Alberta’s Industrial Heartland Association
Advancing the Restructured Energy Market
Bill 8 also proposes changes to continue the work already underway to modernize the province’s electricity grid and restore the balance between affordability, reliability and sustainability.
If passed, the Utilities Statutes Amendment Act would build on changes made in the spring through the Energy and Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025 to support the implementation of the Restructured Energy Market. This includes the finalization of the market’s framework, based on extensive industry engagement by the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO).
“The Restructured Energy Market modernizes Alberta’s electricity system to help ensure it stays reliable, to address affordability and to attract the new investment needed to power our homes and businesses in the years ahead.”
Aaron Engen, president and CEO, AESO
“Bill 8, the Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025, is an important step in advancing a new market design and enabling the introduction of new technologies in our electricity system. We look forward to working with the provincial government and its agencies on the supporting rules and regulations to build a future electricity system that attracts investment, maintains reliability and supports consumers.”
Mark Poweska, president and CEO, ENMAX
The bill also proposes changes to enhance electricity transmission policy, recognizing incumbent generators and incentivizing more efficient use of existing power infrastructure. It will also enable Alberta’s hydrogen-blended natural gas regulatory framework around hydrogen blending pilot projects.
Quick facts
· The AESO has allocated 1,200 MW through its interim approach for data centre connection requests and is beginning work to develop a long-term framework for integrating new large load electricity customers, like data centres.
· Implementation of the Restructured Energy Market is expected to begin in 2027.
Related information
· Bill 8: Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025
· Bill 52: Energy and Utilities Statutes Amendment Act, 2025
· Artificial Intelligence Data Centres Strategy
· Transmission Regulation
· Hydrogen Roadmap
· Alberta Electric System Operator
· Market Surveillance Administrator
Related news
· Fueling innovation, strengthening Alberta’s grid (April 10, 2025)
· Power up, costs down (March 25, 2025)
· Rewiring Alberta’s electricity market (Dec. 10, 2024)
· Power rates slashed in half by new market rules (Sept. 5, 2024)
· Power watchdog supports Alberta’s electricity market reforms (Aug. 6, 2024)
· Preventing power price spikes (June 26, 2024)
· Affordable and reliable electricity for Albertans (March 11, 2024)
· Modernizing Alberta’s power grid (March 6, 2024)
Multimedia
· Watch the news conference
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