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	Mentorship builds stronger communities: Minister Turton
January 17, 2026 Media inquiries
Minister of Children and Family Services Searle Turton issued the following statement on International Mentoring Day:
“On International Mentoring Day, we recognize the incredible impact mentors have on the lives of youth across Alberta. Mentorship is more than guidance. It’s about building trusted relationships that help children and youth feel heard, develop resilience and gain the skills they need to thrive.
“These connections strengthen families, communities and our province. Through the Alberta Mentoring Partnership, we work with community organizations and schools to connect mentors with children, youth and young adults who need support and guidance. These efforts create lasting benefits by fostering engaged, resilient citizens.
“Through the Community Partnership Youth Grants, Alberta’s government invests in mentorship programs that connect youth and mentors through cultural experiences, helping youth build positive connections and promote positive youth development, leadership and community engagement. These grants help expand opportunities for young people to connect with mentors and build skills for the future.
“Mentorship is rewarding for both mentors and mentees. As a mentor, you have the chance to support a young person, help them feel heard and equip them with the tools to navigate life’s challenges. Your guidance has the power to positively shape their future.
“I encourage everyone in Alberta to consider becoming a mentor. Visit albertamentors.ca to learn more and sign up. Together, we can ensure every young person has the support they need to succeed.”
Key facts
· Through Budget 2025, we have invested almost $1.4 million in community organizations offering mentoring supports, including programs for at-risk youth and youth receiving government services.
· In 2024-25 alone, more than 2,400 youth accessed mentoring opportunities.
Related information
· Alberta Mentoring Partnership | Your Mentoring Resource
· Community Partnerships Youth Grants | Alberta.ca
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