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	Investing in schools and student success
February 25, 2026 Media inquiries
Budget 2026 makes a record $10.8-billion investment to put more teachers and EAs in classrooms, support complex learning needs and ease pressure on schools.
Budget 2026, if passed, provides $10.8 billion in operational funding for education, or about $54 million for every school day. The funding also represents an increase of $722 million over Budget 2025.
In February 2026, Alberta’s government rolled out the first steps and resources to address classroom complexity and classroom sizes. This commitment builds on that work and reflects what Albertans have made clear is a high priority.
“Strong classrooms matter to families across Alberta. Our government has been taking action to respond to record enrolment growth, rising classroom complexity and the challenges teachers are facing. Budget 2026 builds on that momentum with the largest investment in education in Alberta’s history. We will continue strengthening our education system to ensure every student has the opportunity to succeed.”
Danielle Smith, Premier
Budget 2026, if passed, provides funding to hire more than 1,600 teachers and 800 support staff in the 2026-27 school year. This investment builds on $143 million announced earlier this month to address class size and complexity, with complexity teams made up of 476 teachers and 952 education assistants.
Over the next three years, education funding will grow by almost $1.5 billion, reaching $11.5 billion by 2028-29. This increased funding is expected to support hiring more than 5,000 teachers, education assistants and support staff.
“I am confident these investments will help address classroom complexity and better support Alberta’s students. Every child deserves the strongest possible start in life, and that means ensuring our education system keeps pace with growth and rising demands.”
Demetrios Nicolaides, Minister of Education and Childcare
To help support more students and complex classrooms Budget 2026, if passed, is investing $1.8 billion to support students with specialized learning needs. This represents an increase of $86.5 million.
The budget also provides almost $560 million for enrolment funding over the next three years, helping school boards hire the teachers and support staff needed to keep pace with growing student enrolment. Budget 2026, if passed, would also invest $355 million next year to address class sizes and classroom complexity.
“Operational funding supports the day-to-day work of teaching and learning. It pays for the people, resources and services students rely on. Recognizing real costs helps schools remain stable, plan responsibly, and focus on classrooms and student success.”
Sandra Palazzo, board chair, Edmonton Catholic Schools
Alberta’s government is supporting the province’s youngest students as they build strong education foundations, investing $20 million in 2026-27 into reading and math supports. This is an increase of more than 60 per cent from last budget. 
“The Government of Alberta’s investment in literacy and numeracy, particularly when focused on early learners, pays dividends throughout a student’s education – and after graduation. These foundational skills help students navigate modern life, directly impact future economic stability and health outcomes and foster cognitive development.”
Colleen Holowaychuk, board chair, Elk Island Public Schools
Student transportation is a key part of the education system. Budget 2026 invests $458 million to support safe and reliable transportation for more than 348,000 students across the province.
Budget 2026, if passed, also includes $41 million to continue renewing Alberta’s curriculum. This funding supports teacher professional learning and the development of classroom resources as new subjects continue to be introduced.  
Quick facts
· Since Budget 2022, funding for school authorities has increased by more than $2.35-billion – a 28 per cent increase.
· Almost 99 per cent of the education operating budget goes directly to the school authorities delivering educational services to students.
Multimedia
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