[image: ]News release


Human trafficking awareness: Joint statement
February 22, 2026 Media inquiries
Minister Mike Ellis and Paul Brandt issued the following statement on National Human Trafficking Awareness Day:
“Alberta’s government stands firmly against human trafficking in all its forms and remains committed to protecting those at risk, while also supporting survivors of exploitation. On National Human Trafficking Awareness Day, we recognize the strength of survivors and the dedication of those working every day to prevent exploitation, including our partners at the Alberta Centre to End Trafficking in Persons.
“We are proud to continue funding the centre, as well as the Alberta Law Enforcement Response Teams and community organizations that provide critical protection and support to those impacted by trafficking. By working together, we are strengthening provincewide networks to prevent, identify and respond to human trafficking.
“We encourage all Albertans to learn the signs and take action to help protect people in their communities. Together, we can prevent trafficking, support survivors and hold offenders accountable.”
Mike Ellis, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Services
“The Alberta Centre to End Human Trafficking in Persons marks National Human Trafficking Awareness Day and is committed to breaking the cycle of exploitation, supporting survivors and serving as Alberta’s foundation for coordinated prevention and response to human trafficking.
“Working closely with communities, law enforcement and service providers, we empower Alberta’s efforts to prevent, disrupt and dismantle trafficking and build capacity for front-line agencies to provide comprehensive support and compassionate exit interventions.
“On this day, we are reminded of the individuals behind the statistics; they are someone’s child, friend or loved one.”
Paul Brandt, co-chair, Alberta Centre to End Trafficking in Persons
Related news
· Bolstering efforts to combat human trafficking (Feb. 21, 2025)
Related information
· Information and resources on human trafficking
· Human trafficking protection orders
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